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When they saw that the star had stopped, 
they were overwhelmed with joy. On 

entering the house, they saw the child with 
Mary his mother; and they knelt down 

and paid him homage. Then, opening their 
treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of 

gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  
   

-- Matthew 2:10-11 



 

January 6 on the church’s calendar is known as 
the Epiphany of the Lord.  The word epiphany means 
to go forth.  The wise men, or Magi, set out on their 
epiphany, searching for the Christ Child.  When they 
left to return home, they went forth, spreading the 
good news to other countries.  The Magi are also 
known as the “three kings” from the “orient,” ac-
cording to the well-known Christmas carol.  Although 
most nativity scenes show the Magi crowded into the 

stable of Jesus’ birth – along with the shepherds, animals, an angel, Mary, Joseph and the baby – the Magi 
were almost certainly later visitors, coming perhaps as long as two years after Jesus’ birth.  (Sorry, if I just 
ruined your image of the Nativity.)  By then, Joseph had no doubt found better lodging for his family, which 
is probably why Matthew says the wise men entered “the house” to find Jesus.  But whatever the time and 
place, these Gentile visitors from the East “knelt down and paid him homage.”  They honored him.  They 
adored him.  They finished what they came to do.  But Leonardo da Vinci didn’t.  Over the centuries, various 
painters have portrayed this visit, but one of the most famous – despite its being unfinished – is da Vinci's 
Adoration of the Magi.  The artist had been commissioned in 1480 to paint this 8-by-9-foot work for the main 
altar of the monastery of San Donato a Scopeto, near Florence.  He was 29 at the time, and he worked on it 
for quite a while, getting the piece to its brown ink and yellow ocher groundwork stage.  But then he moved 
to Milan and left it behind, never to work on it again.  Eventually the assignment was given to another artist 
who provided the requested painting to the monastery in 1496.  Da Vinci's unfinished work still exists and is 
on display in the Uffizi Gallery in Florence.  Though uncompleted, it is recognized in the art world as one of 
his most important works. 

Wouldn't it be great if our unfinished projects were also considered very important in their uncompleted 
states?  Imagine all the stuff you could let go of, saying, “It’s not finished and now it never will be, but it’s 
got great value nonetheless.”  To start with, few of us can rival da Vinci in terms of genius and artistry.  But 
even if we could, do we really want our contributions to the world to be in the form of stuff we started but 
never got around to completing?  For whatever reasons, da Vinci never finished the portrayal of the Magi 
adoring Jesus.  The Magi finished their work of adoration; da Vinci didn’t.  As we begin this New Year 2013, 
how about us?  Do we have some unfinished projects from 2012? 

Usually, it’s not that we don’t plan to finish, or even that once into a project, we make a reasoned deci-
sion to let the thing go, which sometimes is the better part of wisdom.  Rather, with those things we think 
important to finish, we still have to deal with flagging energy and/or unexpected hurdles.  Sometimes it’s al-
most as if some chaotic force is triggered when we’re within sight of the finish line – something like the 
Allstate Insurance “mayhem” commercials – which delights in sidetracking our plans.  For example:  You 
practice for four weeks for your part in the annual Messiah concert, then, eight hours before the perform-
ance, you lose your voice.  Or you finally start the kitchen remodeling project, but then the sump pump fails 
and you have to deal with a flooded basement.  Somehow, you never get back to the kitchen remake.  You 
resolve to be more intentional about your devotional and prayer life, so you rearrange your schedule to allow 
yourself a half hour of quiet time at home.  But just as you are getting into your prayers, the first of three 
telemarketing calls interrupts and the kid next door rings your doorbell to ask you to buy candy for his school 
fundraiser. 

We’re at the start of a new year, it’s a good time to think about unfinished projects before us and 
how God may be prodding us to finish them.  What’s the project you are struggling with?  What’s the next 
step in that project?  What’s keeping you from taking that step?  What has God called you to do that is sud-
denly seeming to fall apart?  What naysaying comments need to be ignored?  At the beginning of this New 
Year, like the Magi who sought the Christ child until they found him, resolve to finish what God has called you 
to start.  

The Adoration of 
the Magi 

By Senior Pastor Bill Jones 



 

Thoughts from Allie 
 

It may be easy to forget, during the months of late summer and fall, that Christians 
follow a separate calendar.  During those months, it is Ordinary Time, which often seems 
pretty ordinary, and the paraments on the altar stay the same color for weeks and weeks. 

But now is the time of year when we begin to remember that we measure time differently 
than the rest of the world does.  The long weeks of Ordinary Time are past for another year; now 
we enter into Advent, now Christmas, now Epiphany, now Lent.  The paraments go from purple to 
white to green and to purple again, just as our songs change from “Come, Thou Long-Expected Je-
sus” to “Joy to the World” to “We Three Kings” to “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence.”  These colors 
and sounds mark the beginning of our year. 

At this time of year we are reminded that we have our own seasons.  The rest of the world may 
mark time in January, February, March or even winter, spring, summer, fall.   And we do that too, of 
course (my calendar is still turned to a page marked “January”!)  But we don’t just have winter, 
spring, summer and fall.  We live and move through the season of waiting, the season of incarnation, 
the season of revelation, the season of repentance.  There is a drama to it all.  We worship in a way 
that tells a certain story over and over again. 

I admit I didn’t always get the point.  All of these things we recognize with colors and sounds 
have, of course, already happened.  Why just talk about waiting during Advent?  Why just talk about 
repentance during Lent?  Why act as if Jesus is really dead on Good Friday when we know he is risen? 

But I have come to love living life in liturgical time.  For one, I love it simply because it makes us 
different.  Just like our Jewish neighbors celebrated their New Year in the fall with Rosh Hashanah 
and our Chinese friends will celebrate the beginning of the Year of the Snake in February, our New 
Year began on December 2 with the lighting of the first Advent candle.  We mark time differently from 
the secular world, and that is a reminder to us that we don’t take all our cues for living from the secu-
lar world. 

More importantly, though, I love liturgical time because it intentionally creates a space for each 
season.  No, repentance isn’t just for Lent—but if it weren’t for Lent, would we talk about repentance?  
Yes, we know what comes after the cross and that Jesus is already risen—but if we didn’t go through 
those motions of mourning, would we know what it means to encounter the cross before claiming the 
promise of resurrection?  And when Christmas outside the church begins the day after Halloween, 
where would we ever make space for waiting if it weren’t for Advent? 

One of my seminary professors once spoke about Lent and said that when it comes time to face 
mortality outside the drama of the church and within the drama of our own lives, we will have re-
hearsed this.  When we are in need of repentance, we will know something about what it looks like to 
repent.  When we need to wait, we will remember that we learned how in those weeks before Christ-
mas.  When we are desperate for resurrection, the rhythms deep inside of us will tell us that we’ve 

been here before, and the time is indeed coming when the tide turns from “How Can We Sinners 
Know” to “Easter People, Raise Your Voices.”  When we are shaped, slowly, by these strange 

Christian seasons of varying length, we are shaped in the belief that all those aspects of life—
waiting, revelation, repentance, resurrection, being sent out in work and ministry—are, in fact, 
sacred. 

So in these next few months—January, February, March—I invite you to live by 
a different kind of calendar, too: the calendar that helps us rehearse all the seasons 

of our lives, and reminds us that all of those seasons are God’s. 



 

Williamsburg United Methodist Women 
January 2013 – UMW Circle Meetings 

 

Olive Casey Circle – Monday, January 7, 9:30 a.m. in Church Den.  Guest speaker will be Carl Gerhold who 
will talk about local mission and the homeless mission project taking place at WUMC at the end of January. 
 
Friendship Circle – Monday, January 7, 10:30 a.m. in Room 309.  Guest speaker will be Ory Stefaniw, a 
native of the Ukraine, who will share stories of her escape from the Ukraine, lessons learned, and emphasize 
the value of religious freedom in the USA. 
 
Clarke/Heritage Circle – Tuesday, January 8, 9:45 a.m. in Room 309.  Julie Mitchell, a nutritional coun-
selor, will present the program.  Lunch will follow at a local restaurant. 
 
Carol Scott Circle – Tuesday, January 8, 1:00 p.m. in Church Den.  Rev. Kay Barré will be the speaker for 
the program. 
 
Jean Craig Circle – Tuesday, January 8, 1:30 p.m. at the Chambrel Activities Room.   
 
Sisters in Faith Circle – Tuesday, January 8, 7:00 p.m. at the Williamsburg Landing Recreation Building for 
an evening of yoga.  The instructor will be our own Terry Holmes.  Following the yoga we will be treated to 
healthy smoothies made by Peggy (Tabb) Richardson. 
 
Susanna Wesley Circle – Wednesday, January 9, 10:00 a.m. in Room 309.  Please note the date change 
for the January meeting.   
 
Windsor Meade Circle – Monday, January 14, 10:30 a.m. in the Ballroom of Windsor Hall.  Carl Gerhold 
will present the program on the local ministry to the homeless with emphasis on plans for WUMC hosting on 
site January 20-27. 
 
Williamsburg Landing Circle – Tuesday, January 15, 10:30 a.m. at the Williamsburg Landing Main Build-
ing. 
 

Important Dates to Remember 
 

UMW Board Meeting – Monday, January 28, 7:00 p.m. in Room 309 

The United Methodist Men will meet Saturday, January 5, 8:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.  Our meeting 
will feature a presentation by Mr. Bob Graves, the CEO of the Williamsburg Regional Medical Center.  The 
cost of the breakfast is $7.00.  All men of the church and guests are invited.   

For reservations, contact Charley Skillman (258-4930) or Bob Spencer (741-2091) ASAP.  



 

Monday  
Evening 

Book Discussion 
 

The Monday Evening Book Discussion group 
will start its next book discussion on 

Monday, January 7.  We will be  
reading C.S. Lewis’  

“The Screwtape Letters”.   
This book is the most engaging 

account of temptation – and triumph 
over it – ever written. 

 

We meet at 7:00 p.m. every Monday in 
church den for about an hour and a half. 

 

 The first meeting will begin with a short  
presentation on C.S. Lewis.  We expect to cover 4 

or 5 chapters per session; there are 31  
chapters in all. 

   

If you are interested in joining this  
discussion group please contact Peter Morgan 
(220-4749) or morganpm@cox.net. 

Senior Pastor’s Bible Study 2013 
 

For those who are serious about their faith, Living Faith: Exploring the Es-
sentials of Christianity is an exciting 10-week study beginning January 9, 2013.  In 

this study we will explore biblical guidelines for 21st century Christian living and consider 
ways for Christians to develop personal habits of godly lifestyles.  Each session begins with a 25-minute DVD 
featuring Dr. N.T. Wright, the former Bishop of Durham in the Church of England and one of the world’s lead-
ing Bible scholars.  He is now serving as the chair of New Testament and Early Christianity at the School of 
Divinity at the University of St. Andrews.  Joining Dr. Wright in the discussion is Marilyn Sharpe, a director of 
Christian parenting and intergenerational ministries, and the Rev. Joe Quie, a Lutheran pastor.  We will also 
be referencing a participant guide, Living Faith:  A Guide to the Christian Life, by John Schwartz, for 
those who would like to go deeper.  The participant guide is available online at various booksellers or may be 
purchased from the church office for $5.00.  Join us each Wednesday evening, January 9 through March 20, 
at 7:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  A special daytime study of Living Faith: Exploring the Essentials of 
Christianity will be held on Thursday mornings from 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. beginning January 10 
(location TBA). 

Speaker at Friendship Circle 

in January 
 

The speaker at the January UMW Friendship Cir-
cle meeting will be Ory Stefaniw.   She is a native of 
the Ukraine, where her parents were marked as po-
litical enemies by the Stalinist regime.  Ory and her 
family managed to escape in 1944 when she was 
10.  After a period in a refugee camp, the family 
reached the United States in 1946 and settled in 
New Jersey, where she completed school and mar-
ried a U.S. Army officer who was also a Ukrainian 
émigré. His last posting brought the family to Fort 
Monroe, and after retirement they settled here.   

Ory will share stories of her 
escape from Ukraine, lessons 
learned from her family and 
other experiences.  She will 
emphasize the 
value of the 
religious free-
dom which 
we enjoy in 
this country. 

mailto:morganpm@cox.net


 

Please Welcome  
Lou-Anne Smith,  

our new 
Assistant Director of  

Music Ministries!! 
 

Lou-Anne Smith has been drawn to music since 
she was a small child. As a teenager, Lou-Anne was 
led to Christ through a youth choir musical. She 
holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Vocal Performance 
from Liberty University in Lynchburg, Virginia and a 
Master's Degree in Vocal Performance from Baylor 
University in Waco, Texas.  While she had the bless-
ing and opportunity to sing with several opera com-
panies, Lou-Anne felt God was leading her into the 
ministry of music.  She has 
served as the Director of Music 
at Great Bridge UMC where she 
directed the Chancel Choir, 
Youth Choir, and Handbell 
Choirs, and she was the founder 
and director of the Speeder’s 
Choir.   Lou-Anne is leaving her 
current position as the Director 
of Music Ministries at Trinity 
UMC in Poquoson to join the 
staff at Williamsburg UMC.  

At Williamsburg United Methodist, she will be 
directing the Children’s Choirs and the Youth Choir. 
Lou-Anne and her husband, Mark, have two chil-
dren, Hunter, 16 and Hamilton, 15.  They recently 
purchased a home in Williamsburg that they are in 
the process of refurbishing.  In the meantime, they 
reside in Poquoson, Virginia where they have lived 
for six years.    

Welcome, Lou-Anne.  We are glad to have you 
join our WUMC staff! 

Hands of Hope is our mid-week, 
service-oriented mission program 
for children in Kindergarten 
through 5th grades.  Our program’s 
goal is for children to learn about 
and share God’s love through ac-
tively serving people in our commu-
nity.  Our aim is to make missions 
and service to others an everyday 
and lifelong activity for chil-
dren.  This program will meet on 
Thursday evenings to coincide with 
the children’s choir rehears-
als.   Watch the Sunday bulletins 
and E-notes for information about 
our 2013 start-up date!   

Questions, contact Cindy 
Banek, 229-1771. 

Hands of Hope 

Adult Sunday School for 

the First Quarter of 2013 

Adult Bible Class:  “Journey through the Bible 
- Genesis” (Room 174). 

Bishop McKendree:  January 6 and 13, “The 
Amish.”  January 20 - February 10, “Unworthy 
Disciples” (Room 102). 

Fellowship Class:   Adult Bible Studies mate-
rial focusing on selected Bible verses from Ephe-
sians, Philippians, and Colossians (Room 103). 

Family Ties Class:  continuing study of “The 
Screwtape Letters” (Room 309). 

Searchers:  “Journey Through 
the Bible - Mark” (Room 171). 

World Religions:  A 4-week 
study of Judaism begins January 
6, 2013 (Room 101). 



 

If you ever have a moment, stop 
by our website to see what’s going on at 
our church.  The address is 
www.williamsburgumc.org.  Find out about 
all the ministries and other activities that you 
or your family may be interested in joining!!  
We have something for everyone!! 

If you have any questions about something 
you see on our website, contact the church 
office (229-1771). 

Have you checked 
out our Website? 

God Bless You, Everyone! 
 

It’s official -- there are no Scrooges at Williamsburg Church!  

In August and September the congregation responded with overwhelming lar-
gesse to our plea for school supplies for local children.  The October Newsletter 
shared details and pictures of the distribution of what seemed like “tons” of 
backpacks and the items to fill them.   

In October and November we collected coats for children in the Head Start program and you re-
sponded with 74 coats for little ones and 11 larger coats that went to Erase the Need (the backpack 
people sponsored by WJCC public schools).   

At the same time you refilled the pantry of From His Hand, our outreach to the community of High-
land Park with your contributions of bottled waters, cake mixes, chicken stock and other groceries 
necessary to make our monthly hot meals.   

Also in November, you supported our amazing annual Thanksgiving Morning Extravaganza with gifts 
of food and money and 150 sets of willing hands!   

And thus far in December you have donated 100 --- yes, 100! – pairs of shoes for Salvation Army’s 
annual Angel Tree gifts.   

Oh, and then there’s the stuffers for Christmas stockings delivered to the Methodist-run Agape Chris-
tian Children’s Community Center on Virginia’s Eastern Shore. 

More details and pictures will appear in the February Newsletter, but for now we thank you one and all 
for sharing out of your blessings.   

Your Local Outreach Work Area 

Do you have an 
article for the 
Newsletter? 

 

If you would like to submit an 
article for publication in the Messenger, the deadline 
for submittals is the 15th of the month.  Articles sub-
mitted should be typed or neatly printed, limited to 
a 1/2 page in length and are subject to editing for 
grammar, spelling and content.  They can be sub-
mitted by e-mail to Lianne Koch at 
lkoch@williamsburgumc.org.  If you have any 
questions, please e-mail Lianne or call (229-1771). 

http://www.williamsburgumc.org
mailto:lkoch@williamsburgumc.org


 

given in honor of Mr. and Mrs. Bill Hill from 

given in memory of George Herbert Watson from 

given in memory of Joe & Cora Linington from 

Memorial Giving  

 Mr. & Mrs. Gary Linington 

 Mr. & Mrs. Jack Whitla 

 Ms. Jan Boykin 

 Mr. & Mrs. William Wall 

 Dr. & Mrs. Thomas Hoffmier 

 Mr. & Mrs. Gilbert Snow 

 Mr. & Mrs. George Watson 

 Betty Boyd Knoff 

 Bill & Ann Suit 

given in honor of  
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Leyland from 

 Mr. & Mrs. Charles Groom, Jr. 

 Mr. & Mrs. Howard Perley 

 Ms. Frances Cook 

 Mr. & Mrs. Rick Kopko 

 Ms. Lorraine Wass 

 Mr. & Mrs. Charles Campo 

 Mr. & Mrs. Ray Schiwall 

 Ms. Sherrill Rittenmeyer 

 Mrs. Linda Wallace 

 Ms. Judith Chaplin 

BIG THANK YOUS from Peggy 
Soulen and family to the WUMC 

faith community. It's times like this 
when you experience Creation 

reaching out to heal itself through 
loving hands and hearts.  WE  ARE 

THE BODY OF CHRIST.  
  

Peg Soulen and family 

Carlton and Beth Casey express 
their appreciation for the various 
expressions of condolences upon 

the recent death of Beth's Brother, 
Hubbard Winston White of  

Demopolis, Alabama.  The Caseys 
are most grateful to be a part of 

this caring community of faith and 
love. 

Silver Saints 
Luncheon 

   

Our monthly Silver Saints luncheon group will 
meet on Wednesday, January 9 at noon in the Fel-
lowship Hall.  Our speaker will be Mary Brett Wright 
presenting, “Managing 
Stress as We Grow in 
Christ.”  We only ask 
that you bring a small 
donation for the chicken 
(provided) and a side 
dish or dessert to share 
with the group.  We look 
forward to seeing you!   

Thank Yous 

given in honor of Miss Taylor Brown from 

 Mr. & Mrs. Ken Hook 

given in honor of Rev. Carlton Casey from 

 Mr. & Mrs. Roger Strange 

given in honor of  
Mr. and Mrs. Scottie Cramer from 

 Mr. & Mrs. Roger Strange 

Honorarium Giving  



 

Condolences   
 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to the families of those who have passed away 
during the month of December: 

Bill Ripley, brother of Katherine Davis 
 

Kent Vandervort  

Bob Evans 
Chair, Finance Committee  

 

Finance  
committee information 

It seems as if WUMC will end the year within its 2012 Operating Budget.  This does not 
just happen without prior planning.  Many committees and the church staff worked dili-
gently to live within their budgets and more importantly, this also means that the congre-
gation was faithful in giving to the church.  WUMC thanks all of you for your part in helping 
us stay within our 2012 budget. 

The 2013 operating budget will be set by the end of January.  The church is still wait-
ing for some additional Estimates of Giving to be turned in, so if you have not returned 
your commitment card, please do so as soon as possible.  Once we have a better idea of 
how much money we will receive in 2013, the Standing Budget Committee will be able to 
develop an expenditure budget funded by pledged giving.  Once the final 2013 budget is 
developed, it must be approved by the Finance Committee and then Church Council.  Fol-
lowing final approval, copies of this budget will be made available to the congregation.  

Your Finance committee usually meets monthly on the third Tuesday at 7:00 
p.m.  These meetings are open to anyone who would like to attend.  The Finance Commit-
tee members for 2013 are:  Phil Mouser, Ed Overton, Dick Bennett, Bill Jones, Art Grant, 
Wayne Durboraw (Treasurer), Bob Corrie, Allen Elkins, Norb Smith, Rita Welty, Ken Hook, 
Linda Hansell (Secretary), David Lee, Joe Meadows (non-voting), a Trustee representative, 
and Bob Evans (Chair).  Remember, these people are your representatives, so do not hesi-
tate to contact them to obtain information or to express your opinion. 

Dianne Colton’s mother 
 

Lois Padgett, Respite Care Client 



 

Third Annual Sweetheart Banquet 
An Elegant Catered Affair  

 

Presented by 

Early Childhood Music School Board and Faculty  
 

Back by Popular Demand: 

DOG Street Rhythm Kings & 

ECMS Singing Servers! 
 

No sweetheart?  No problem.  Groups are welcome! 
  

Friday, February 8, 2013 

Starting with yummy appetizers at 5:45 p.m. 
 

Fellowship Hall 
 

Cost:  $30 per person 

Early Childhood Music School 

Registration 
 

New students are being accepted for the spring semester of the 
Early Childhood Music School, which starts January 7.  While some 
classes are at capacity, children (ages 2 months through 6 years) are 
eligible to enroll in the remaining spaces on a first-come-first-serve 
basis. Morning, afternoon and evening times are offered throughout 
the week.   

The classes in music and movement, taught by internationally cer-
tified instructors, include age-appropriate experiences with singing, 
listening, moving and playing instruments.  Children’s natural musical 
instincts are nurtured in a positive environment that encourages pa-
rental involvement.   

To receive a brochure, please contact Cindy Freeman, Director  
(229-1771 x108) or cfreeman@williamsburgumc.org.   



 

Mothers Day Out Registration 

2013 - 2014 

Williamsburg United Methodist Church 

www.williamsburgumc.org 
 

Since 1983, the Williamsburg United Methodist Church has offered Mother’s Day Out Toddler 
Playgroups to over 2000 families in the community.   

Registration for the school year September 2013 thru May 2014 begins on Monday, January 
28, 2013 at 9:00 am.  Toddlers who are 12 months to 24 months by September 1, 2013 are eli-
gible.  Playgroups meet from 9:00 a.m. to noon Monday thru Friday.  Low adult to child ratio 1:3 
and low cost around $5.00 per hour.  Available options are lunch, extended day and drop in ( if 
space available).   

Please contact Director and Teacher Lee Munden (member NAEYC) (229-1771 x208) or 
lmunden@williamsburgumc.org for more registration information, current (2012-2013) 
space available and summer camp. 

3rd Annual Jazz Vespers Presents 
The Weldon Hill Trio 

 

The Music Ministries of Williamsburg UMC will present the 3rd Annual Jazz Vespers worship service on 
January 27 at 7:00 p.m. in the church sanctuary.  It will feature the WUMC adult choirs, soloists, and the 
Weldon Hill Trio.  Dr. Weldon Hill is the Provost and Vice-President of Academic Affairs at Virginia State 
University.  He holds the Bachelor of Arts degree in music education from Virginia Union University, the Mas-
ter of Music in composition, and the Doctor of Philosophy in musicology from Catholic University of America 
as a 1986 National Endowment for the Humanities Fellow.  He pursued graduate work in jazz studies at Vir-
ginia Commonwealth University and was awarded a 1994 Plan for Social Excellence Post-Doctoral Fellowship 
for completion of the Harvard University Management Development Program.  Other members of the jazz trio 
include Terry Burrell on acoustic bass and Billy Williams on drums. 

The Jazz Vespers service will pay tribute to Black History Month by honoring the 
Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. and his vital American legacy.  WUMC choirs will sing 
original jazz arrangements of the many hymns and spirituals from United Methodist 
hymnals that reflect the important African American history.  Rev. Bill Jones, senior 
pastor, will deliver an insightful message on the social principles advocated by the 
Rev. King in one of his last speeches.  The service is free and open to the public.  

http://www.williamsburgumc.org
mailto:lmunden@williamsburgumc.org
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Happiness is the acquisition of two dozen new selections in the UMW Reading Program  
which has as its purpose to expand understanding of and participation in God’s mission;  increase sensitivity 
to all human beings’ needs, interests and concerns; encourage critical thinking about issues facing humanity 
today; grow in understanding of Scripture as it relates to Christian faith in contemporary life; enhance self 
knowledge and act from that knowledge; and strengthen involvement in local and global mission.  In other 
words, UMW Reading Program books are not just for members of UMW.  There are many wonderful selec-
tions of interest to both men and women in the areas of Education for Mission, Leadership Development, 
Nurturing for Community, Social Action and Spiritual Growth.  Among the new selections are:  Outcasts 
United, Radical Welcome, The Power of Half and Praying for Strangers.  Look for these books on dis-
play and on the shelves to the right as you enter the library.   

Among the winter selections which will be featured in the children’s room, there is a new book which is 
for all seasons...Douglas Wood’s The Secret of Saying Thanks.  If you’ve not yet discovered the secret, it 
is waiting for you within the pages of this beautiful book.  Check it out and be blessed by the inspirational 
text and stunning portraits portraying the many ways we can say thanks for the wonders we sometimes take 
for granted in life. 

“The time to read is anytime:  no apparatus, no appointment of time and place is necessary.  It is the 
only art which can be practiced at any hour of the day or night, whenever the time and inclination comes, 
that is your time for reading; in joy or sorrow, health or illness.”  -- Holbrook Jackson 


